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Beth El Synagogue’s annual 
Cantor’s Concert, scheduled for 
Sunday, May 6, features Listen Up! 
— a four-person ensemble that, 
according to the Chicago Tribune, 
turns melodies and harmonies on 
their heads to come up with 
something unique and full of 
freshness and appeal. The concert 
begins at 4:00 pm and benefits the 
Seth Rich Memorial Camp 
Scholarship Fund.

“This year’s concert is once again 
dedicated to the memory of Seth 
Rich, a promising young man who 
was senselessly slain in Washington, 
D.C., in the summer of 2016,” said 
Hazzan Michael Krausman. “Seth 
had a deep relationship with Camp 
Ramah and a passion for Jewish 
summer camp in general. At the 
time of his death, Seth was on the 
staff of the Democratic National 
Committee, working to make sure 
all citizens had equal access to 
voting rights and a voice in the 
future of our country. It’s ironic to 
see how American youth today are 
taking the future into their own 
hands — marching, becoming 
activists, encouraging their peers 
to register to vote in November. 
Their actions are exactly what Seth 
Rich would have applauded.”

Again, paraphrasing the Chicago 
Tribune, when it comes to 
redefining musical rules and selling 
a song, it helps to be good — and  
Listen Up! is very good. Band 
members include Steve Singer, 
bass/percussion/musical director; 

Sari Greenberg, singer/songwriter; 
Freddie Feldman, tenor/bass; and 
Eli Nathan Taylor/tenor. This 
uncommon vocal band combined 
their individual talents and 
experiences to make Listen Up! 
one of the most popular groups in 
the world of Jewish music.  

“Listen Up! has wonderful energy 
and knows how to interact with 
kids and adults of all ages — just 
like Seth did,” said Joel Rich. 
“Concert goers will love them."  
 
What is it about Jewish camps that 
make them successful at instilling 
in children Jewish identities so 
deep that they last a lifetime? In 
their book, How Goodly Are Thy 
Tents: Summer Camps as Jewish 
Socializing Experiences, social 
psychologists Amy L. Sales and 
Leonard Saxe conclude that camps 
are extraordinary environments 
with the power to help young 
people “do Jewish” and become 
contributing members of the 
Jewish community. As more and 
more families want to provide a 
positive, nurturing, safe Jewish 
summer environment for their 
children, the need for Jewish 
summer experience scholarships is 
on the rise. 

“Here at Beth El we have 
established a Service Grant 
Program whereby all students, 
regardless of need, can receive a 
camp scholarship in return for a 
pledge to provide a service to the 
synagogue when they return,” said 

Hazzan Michael Krausman. “The 
services include reading Torah and 
leading prayers, helping out with 
the Religious School, and assuming 
leadership roles in our USY and 
Kadima Youth Groups. Not only 
does this instill a sense of pride in 
our students, but it gives them a 
venue to foster the skills and values 
they acquire during their camping 
experience. Last year we granted 
scholarships to over 25 youngsters, 
and we remain committed to making 
sure that each and every student 
who wants to go to camp has the 
means and opportunity to do so,” 
Hazzan Krausman continued. “The 
Jewish camp scholarships and 
Service Grant Program are 
wonderful investments in growing 
our future leaders. Of course, funding 
scholarships is only possible through 
the generosity of the members of 
our Beth El family and our friends 
in the Omaha Jewish community. 
We thank you for your support.” 

Chairmen for Listen Up!, a concert 
to benefit the Seth Rich Memorial 
Camp Scholarship Fund, are Mary 
and Joel Rich and Pam and Bruce 
Friedlander. Ticket pricing and 
sponsorship opportunities are 
found at bethel-omaha.org. 
Individual tickets are available at 
$18. Donors of $50 receive two 
tickets, and $100 donors receive 4 
tickets. Donors of $180 and above 
should contact Hazzan Krausman 
at hazzankrausman@bethel-
omaha.org for ticket requests.
All donations are tax-deductible.

Listen Up! Headlines May 6 Beth El Concert
Event Benefits the Seth Rich Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund



Anniversaries

With 5-Year Multiples  
   Paul & Arlene Cohen

  Gerald & Nancy Ferenstein
  Samuel & Laurie Kreamer

  Paul & Kelli Sadofsky

  Kevin & Linda Saltzman
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Birthdays
With 5-Year Multiples

Rena Bailen • Donald Baum •  Evie 

Carter • Eva Cohen •  Jason Epstein

Carol Gendler • Aliyah Jabenis • Rose 

Kaplan • Lauren Kirshenbaum • Joseph 

Kosinovsky • Jody Malashock •  Neal 

Malashock • Helga Patterson •  Emily 

Ray • Shir Sandler • Steven Simon 

                     We Share Your Joy
Mazel Tov on the Wedding of:
• Brooke Shulewitz & DreChaun Brown 

       Daughter of Alan & Cindy Shulewitz   

Mazel Tov on the Birth of:
• Sadie Hinda Klein 

       Granddaughter of Allan & Janie Murow 
       Great-granddaughter of Merle & Ruth Potash    

Kollectibles
 • Mazel Tov to Hazzan Michael Krausman for receiving a Doctorate of 

Music, honoris causa from the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

• Mazel Tov to Emily Kutler for being elected Regional President of USY.

• Mazel Tov to Barry Zoob for being inducted into the Omaha 
Commercial Real Estate Hall of Fame.

Women’s Book Group Meeting
      

Monday, May 7, 7 pm 
Home of Judith Barnes

Join us for our discussion of “The Fortunate Ones" by Ellen Umansky, who will 
speak with us that evening. This novel is available at the JCC Kripke library. 

For more information, contact  Darlene Golbitz at 402-334-7862, 
darlene.golbitz@gmail.com. 
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Strengthening our Relationship with the Torah
By Hazzan Michael Krausman

During this 
period of 
time between 
Pesach and the 
festival of 
Shavuot, Jews 
all over the 
world will 
count the days 

of the Omer. The Omer is a sheaf of 
barley that was offered at the Holy 
Temple of Jerusalem on the second 
day of Passover. We carefully count, 
either at home or in the synagogue 
each day of the Omer, as we 
anticipate the arrival of Shavuot, 
while reciting a special blessing. The 
Omer has become a time of great 
solemnity. It is customary to refrain 
from celebrations, haircuts, musical 
entertainment and other forms 
of merriment. Traditionally, the 
reason given for this sadness is 
a terrible plague which befell 
the students of the great sage 
Rabbi Akiva during the Omer 
many years ago. 

Lag B’Omer, the thirty-third day of 
the counting, however, is celebrated 
as a minor holiday. Many enjoy 
picnics and field day games on this 
day. In Meron, Israel, tens of 
thousands gather on Lag B’Omer at 
the grave of the great sage Shimon 
Bar Yochai to dance and sing the 
entire night around a huge bonfire. 
According to tradition, the source 
of the sudden change in mood is a 
reported break in the plague which 
is said to have occurred on that day.  
The solemnness of the Omer is also 
interrupted by Yom Ha’Atzmaut, 
Israel’s Independence Day, Yom 
Yerushalaim, Jerusalem unification 
day, and Rosh Hodesh, the first day 
of the Hebrew month.

On Shavuot, after a seven-week 
wait, we celebrate the receiving of 
the Torah on Mt. Sinai, where 
according to tradition, every Jewish 
soul in perpetuity was present. 
While Moses served as our 
representative, he accepted the 
Torah on behalf of a grateful Jewish 

People. He proclaimed: “Kol Asher 
Diber Hashem Na’ase… all that the 
Lord has spoken we will do” (Exodus 
19:8). Although we achieved our 
physical freedom on Pesach, our 
spiritual redemption did not occur 
until we received the Torah – the 
blueprint for living a life in harmony 
with our Creator.

Perhaps the best way to strengthen 
our relationship with the Torah is to 
learn how to read from the sacred 
text. The ancient sages mandated 
that in order to make the text more 
appealing when read in public, it 
must be set to music. Thus, the 
Torah, like all of the Hebrew Bible, 
is chanted according to an ancient 
system of music called “Cantillation”, 
“Ta’ame Ha Mikra” or “Trop”. 
Stemming from the 10th century, 
this system uses symbols to 
represent short musical phrases. 
The symbols emanated from a 
system of hand signals which are 

(continued on page 5)
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Simchat Shabbat Returns to Beth El! 
By Joanie Jacobson

The Miriam Initiative at Beth El Synagogue will bring back Simchat Shabbat, an alternative 
Shabbat service, on Saturday, May 12, at 10 am in the Beth El Chapel.

“Simchat Shabbat has been, over the past number of years, a fantastic addition to our Shabbat morning repertoire,” 
said Rabbi Steven Abraham. “I’m thrilled that The Miriam Initiative is going to lead us in prayer on Saturday, May 
12. The Hazzan and I have led a number of Minyan In The Round services with great success, and we are excited to 
see Simchat Shabbat put their flair in the Shabbat morning service.” 

The first Simchat Shabbat took place in February 2011 and continued through November 2012. “We offered eight 
different services during that time for congregants of all ages,” said Eadie Tsabari, who served as spiritual leader in 
the original series. “Simchat Shabbat is engaging. It’s interactive ... innovative ... and a wonderful combination of 
tradition and relevancy in 2018.”

"Simchat Shabbat" is an opportunity to add some levity and creativity to the serious endeavor of interpreting 
Torah while engaging all ages in the process,” added Gloria Kaslow. “It's joyful, thought-provoking, spiritual, and 
fun!  I look forward to its return.”

The alternative service features a modern format, original readings, live music and song, and a collective spirit. 
"Even though I feel so comfortable in our traditional Shabbat morning service, it can be very inspiring and thought-
provoking to experience new readings and prayers,” said Patty Nogg. “I have especially liked learning about the 
week's Torah portion in a creative new way."

Rather than an individual giving a D’Var Torah, Simchat Shabbat interprets the week’s Torah portion in a Parasha 
Play. It gave Nancy Rips “a fresh new way to look at Shabbat, not in a formal setting, but with friends, with singing, 
with laughing, with drama, and yes, great food!” 

A complimentary congregational lunch created by Tippi Denenberg and Susan Witkowski will be served free of 
charge to all Beth El members. “We want everyone to share in the joy of Shabbat, whether they attend Simchat 
Shabbat or stop by the synagogue after a walk,” Tippi said.

Jill Belmont was one of the guitarists in the original series. "The beauty of the Simchat Shabbat experience is in its 
relaxed unconventionality and creativity. The mix of storytelling, music, readings, and parasha plays makes each 
program unique and meaningful, not to mention fun!  At the end of each one, I've felt a special connection and have 
known that I've just been a part of something very special."
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Hazzan’s Column     
(continued from page 3) 

given by an assistant to the Torah 
reader, to remind the reader of the 
musical interpretation of the text. 
In an effort to codify these hand 
signs, each word in the Bible was
given a Cantillation symbol which
not only represents music but also 
indicates punctuation and identifies 
accented syllables. In order to 
master the technique of Torah 
chanting, all one needs to do is to 
learn the cantillation symbols and 
practice joining them to the words 
of the text. In fact, anyone who has 
ever chanted the V’Ahavta 
paragraph of the Shema has already
 experienced using cantillation. 

At Beth El, we are fortunate to have 
a dedicated crew of Torah readers 
who are part of our Yad Squad. 
Every congregation in the world 
reads from the same portion each 
week; this has been the practice
for millennia.  When you read from 
our sacred scroll you are instantly 
connected across time and space to 
every Jewish community that ever 
was and ever will be! I encourage 
people of all ages to join the Yad 
Squad in order to learn this 
wonderful and fulfilling skill. No 
musical ability is required, just a 
little time and a sincere effort. A 
reading ability of Hebrew is also 
important.

If you would like to become a Ba’al 
Koreh (Trained Torah Reader) or 
would like more information, feel 
free to  contact me through the 
synagogue office or email me 
at hazzankrausman@bethel-
omaha.org.

Plan on taking advantage of the 
opportunity to receive the Torah 
for yourself and to develop a 
personal relationship with our 
most Holy Text by learning to be a 
Ba’al Koreh. The rewards that can 
be gained from learning to read 
the Torah will enrich your Jewish 
life, delight your soul and remain 
with you forever.

Chesed Caring Committee
Beth El's Chesed Committee focuses on Acts of Lovingkindness such as phone calls, cards, 
meals, baskets, deliveries and personal visits. We are there when times are the most difficult 
(illness, aging, death) and also at the most joyous times (birth). Please join us: 

Blumkin Home - May 3, 2 pm    
Remington Heights - May 8, 2 pm 
Sterling Ridge - May 16, 2 pm

If you know of a congregant who is ill and would like the Chesed Committee to offer support, 
please contact Eadie at etsabari@bethel-omaha.org. 
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According to 
Three Dog 
Night, one is 
the loneliest 
number. 

However, I believe eight or nine 
are the loneliest numbers. Why? 
Because with eight or nine 
congregants at daily services, we 
are just short of a minyan, meaning 
those who came to say Kaddish 
Yitone (Mourners’ Kaddish) are 
unable to do so for lack of a 
minyan. I can speak from personal 
experience when I describe the 
angst one feels sitting in our Beth 
El chapel at daily service, 
watching….and literally praying…
for the 10th person to arrive so we 
have a minyan. 

We at Beth El are blessed with a 
dedicated and loyal group of 
people who come to services in the 
morning or afternoon to pray and 
make a minyan. Unfortunately, our 
group of committed “minyannaires” 
is growing smaller each year, 
making it ever more difficult to 
have minyanim at our daily services. 
As a matter of a fact, we have had 
such difficulty getting a minyan for 
Havdalah, we have temporarily 
“suspended” trying to have the 
service, except when we are certain 
in advance we will have a minyan.

Why is it important for us to 
ensure we have a minyan at our 
daily services? There are several 
reasons: to allow mourners or 
those observing yahrzeit the 
opportunity to say Kaddish; to 
offer a full and meaningful 
experience to those who wish to 
attend a daily service; to be able to 
read Torah on Mondays and 
Thursdays; and to help Beth El 
continue its mission as the home 
for Conservative Judaism in Omaha. 

Over the years, I have tried to 
come to daily minyan on a frequent 
basis…but had “fallen off the 
wagon” for a long while. I was not 
doing my part to help. Unfortunately, 
with the recent death of my father, 
Morley, I have been coming to 
Beth El almost every day to say 
Kaddish for Dad, just as he did for 
his parents. I know firsthand the 
disappointment of not having a 
minyan and not having the comfort 
of saying Kaddish. I also know the 
importance of the physical and 
spiritual embrace I get from being 
with our dedicated minyannaires. 

A promise I can make to you and to 
those who are daily minyan-goers: 
come February 2019, I will not “fall 
off the wagon” and will come to 
daily services on a regular basis. 
Many of our dedicated service-
goers had the same experience: 
they started coming to daily 
services as a mourner and 
continued coming after the 11-
month mourning period. 

What can we do to help “fix” the 
problem? First, we must all 
understand this is a “we” problem 
not a “you” problem. If we work 
together, we can ensure we have a 
minyan at all our daily services. 
But we all have to participate; we 
cannot count on someone else to 
always make a minyan. 

Second, a bit of advice: if you are 
coming to daily services to observe 
a yahrzeit, phone a friend…or 
three or four…and ask your pals to 
come to the synagogue and make a 
minyan to ensure you can say 
Kaddish and honor your loved 
ones. Of course, you may have to 
return the favor for your friends, 
but that is called a Mitzvah. 

Third, let us start with a baby step: 
with more than 1,000 congregants 
above B’nai Mitzvah age, if each of 
us committed to come to two daily 
services per year, we should have 
no problem having a minyan. 

Finally, a bigger step: if we could 
each commit to coming to one 
daily service per month, we would 
absolutely always have a minyan. 

Come to a daily service and enjoy 
the experience. Don’t know the 
service? No problem: Michael 
Gerson will help you follow along…
and can even teach you how to 
daven if you wish. Come in the 
morning and stay for a bagel and 
banter after minyan; come in the 
evening on your way home from 
work or school, unwind with prayers 
before you get home for the day. 
Helping make a minyan is a Mitzvah…
but more important, it is good for 
your soul. You do not know what 
you are missing unless you come. 

During my term as President of 
Beth El, I have spoken and written 
frequently about our need to 
embrace change. However, daily 
services are something we will 
never change. Join with me in 
continuing our tradition of twice-
daily minyanim. Come in the 
morning or afternoon, whichever 
your pleasure, but please come. 
We cannot do this without you. 
 

   Jim Zipursky 

President’s Corner
By Jim Zipursky, 
President of the Board of Trustees

“If we could each commit 
to coming to one daily 
service per month, we 
would absolutely always 
have a minyan.”



ROOTED IN TRADITION. EMBRACING CHANGE. 7


